
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                                      *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                      Two Christmas Preludes               Craig Philips  

* HYMN 8             Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates              Truro 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader: We gather to bless the Lord our God. 

People: The Lord has come to our help and has set us free. 

Leader: God has provided for us a mighty Savior, Christ Jesus, 
 Emmanuel. 

People: Blessed be the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Leader: Blessed are they who trust in the promises of God. 

People: Blessed are they who wait patiently for the revealing of God's 
 glory. 

 INTROIT                       Holy Harmony                                     White 

Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by any din of drums. 
Nor his manners, nor his airs. Nor by anything he wears. 
Thou shalt know him when he comes. 
Not by his crown or by his gown. 
But his coming known shall be, 
by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee. Amen. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          
(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                  

CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O Lord, we are filled with joy awaiting your imminent arrival,  
yet with shame we confess our pride that keeps us from 
surrendering ourselves to you.  Our egos can often obscure  
the light of your blessing of the poor and humble.  We celebrate 
your coming without truly celebrating why you came; we celebrate 
with our loved ones more than we celebrate with all of your loved 
ones.  Forgive us for our lack of response to your claim on our lives.  
As you are the Word made flesh, may we be flesh that lives into 
your Word.  We ask this in the name of our Lord and our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE          John and Tracey Fraser 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 



 

 

  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

TIME WITH CHILDREN                  

* HYMN 16    The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came     Gabriel’s Message 
                    Vs. 1– All; Vs. 2—Men; Vs. 3—Women; Vs. 4—All  

 
+ Children leave for their Church School Classes.   

Youth remain for Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON             Micah 5:2-5a     

ANTHEM                       A Hymn to the Virgin        Benjamin Britten 

Of one that is so fair and bright Velut maris stella, 
Brighter than the day is light, Parens et puella: 
I cry to thee, thou see to me, Lady, pray thy Son for me 
Tam pia, That I may come to thee. Maria! 
 

All this world was forlorn  Eva peccatrice, 
Till our Lord was y-born  De te genetrice. 
With ave it went away Darkest night, and comes the day 
Salutis The well springeth out of thee. Virtutis. 
 

Lady, flow'r of ev'rything, Rosa sine spina, 
Thou bare Jesu, Heaven's King, Gratia divina: 
Of all thou bear'st the prize, Lady, queen of paradise Electa: 
Maid mild, mother es Effecta. Effecta.  



  

 

SECOND LESSON              Luke 1:39-45                           

SERMON           “A Glimmer of Recognition”       Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY                    I Saw Three Ships                             arr. Carter 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                    Old Hundredth 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 44               O Little Town of Bethlehem                    St. Louis 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE                   Toccata on “Antioch”                       Philips 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Micah 5:2-5a (NRSV) 
 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little 
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in 
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall 
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he 
shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty 
of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise 
against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 

Luke 1:39-45 (NRSV) 
 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town 
in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed  
is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to  
her by the Lord.” 

*     *     *     *     * 




